
What’s New With Threads?

Buds
The Gumnut threads from Australia
are a huge success.  They are wonder-
ful to work with.  If you haven’t tried
them yet, please stop in and select
one for your next project.  Poppies
and Opals have been here for several
months.  These are the 50% silk,
50% wool threads, similar to Silk and
Ivory but thinner.

Since we are so excited about these
threads, we decided to increase the
line and add Buds which will be
arriving any day at the shop.  There
are 120 shaded colors which corre-
spond to the colors in Poppies.  These
are 100% silk perle.  Now, what to
do with them?  Basketweave covers
nicely using 2 ply on 18ct. You can
also use a single ply if you want a
lighter coverage; or, consider a nice
open background stitch like the one
shown at right to allow the painting
on your canvas to show through.

Fancy Fur & Fuzzy Stuff
Their names say it all.  They are fancy
and fuzzy and fun! Rather than using
Turkey Work or brushed Long
Stitches of Medici use one of these
threads to simulate fur.  These threads
come in a wonderful array of colors
with new ones being added all the
time. Nine new colors of Fuzzy Stuff
just arrived.

Splendor
Fifteen new colors of Splendor have
just arrived.  Splendor is a great staple
to always have on hand.  It’s a beauti-
ful 12 ply silk that will add a new
dimension and elegance to your
stitching.

STITCH of the Month
Darning Pattern

Darning Patterns are some of our favorite stitches. They are quick to com-
plete and showcase not only the wonderful threads that are available but the
beautiful painting on the canvas.  This is, after all, usually what made you
buy the canvas in the first place.  Lighter weight threads will allow more of
the canvas to show through.  With this particular darning pattern, you see
the threads on top of the canvas and showing through from the wrong side
as well.

Begin at number 1 weaving your needle up and down following the numbers
toward the bottom of the canvas.  Start again at the bottom following the
numbers toward the top.  Continue in this manner, compensating as 
necessary.  

Consider using the new Buds, Backgrounds from Rainbow Gallery or
Kreinik Very Fine (#4) Braid for a sparkly look.  

Design Tip: When looking at the pattern above, do you see rows of triangles
pointing in either direction?  Stitch the first 3 rows of the pattern in one
color and the next 3 in a contrasting color for a striped effect, or use 2 dif-
ferent threads in the same color for a subtle textured effect. Experiment and
have fun!
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